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Process Paper: 
 

Our main objective when searching for project topics was to find one where someone 

demonstrated cared enough for others to step in and do something about it. We wanted to do 

something in New York City as it would also make it much easier to do research instead of an 

event that happened elsewhere. We focused on housing, as it is one of the most controversial 

parts of living in NYC, being significantly higher than other parts of the US. Our deciding factor 

for choosing Jacob Riis’ publication of “How The Other Half Lives” was how he not only 

partook in reforming NYC but also how the book had a huge impact on the US in general, setting 

a precedent for muckraking corruption and corporate monopolies. 

To research the impact of the publication, we went through multiple archives such as 

“The Library Of Congress”, “New York Times Historical”, and “JSTOR”. This allowed us to 

gain access to specific primary sources like autobiographies and outdated laws. We also went 

through some archived newspapers, videos, magazines and anything that depicted or mentioned 

the old tenement homes in some way. We then borrowed the book by Jacob Riis to gain a better 

understanding of how disturbing the living conditions were and how people would have reacted 

at the time. 

We decided to make a website because it would allow us to easily display the information 

we wanted to convey while also allowing for access to online sources to be used directly in our 

project. Through the website we can divide the major parts of the story in chronological order 

and allow the user to experience the website as they please. The design of the website’s visuals 

was chosen to resemble a newspaper because we believed that Jacob Riis’ own work took the 

public by storm and garnered widespread media coverage.  



Jacob Riis took on the responsibility of exposing injustices in society and by doing so, 

defended the civil rights of those living in tenement housing. His publication has left a massive 

impact on society, instilling laws and limitations on housing. Riis was responsible for improving 

living conditions and although there might still be houses that violate code, the severity of which 

is rarely as great as it was in the mid 1800s. 
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